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SUB J : LABOR TENSIONS SUBSIDE 

REF: LA PAZ 5886 

1. MARIO PAZ SOLD AN, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE BANK WORKERS 
CONFEDERATIONX AND ONE OF THE 89 PERSONS ARRESTED IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ALLEGED SUBVERSIVE PLOT AGAINST THE GOB, WAS 
EXILED IN PARAGUAY ON SEPTEMBER 27. THE MINISTRY OOF INTERIOR 
STATED THAT PAZ'S EXILE WAS BASED ON THE RESULTS OF THE MINISTRY'S 
INVESTIGATION OF HIS ACTIVITIES AND ON THE FACT THAT HIS DETENTION 
WAS BEING USED AS AN EXCUSE FOR AGITATION BY CERTAIN GROUPS. 

2. LEADERS OF THE MINERS FEDERATION MET WITH PRESIDENT BANZER 

ON SEPTEMBER 27. THE MINERS HAD APPARENTLY ASKED FOR THE MEETING 
BEFORE THE WEEKEND WAVE OF ARRESTS TO DISCUSS A NUMBER OF 
TRADE UNION ISSUES, BUT WITH TENSIONS ON THE LABOR SCENE 
HIGH THE MEETING TOOK ON ADDED SIGNIFICANCE. THE PRESIDENT 
WAS FIRM IN DEALING WITH THE MINERS, BUT HE DID ACCEDE TO THEIR 
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REQUEST THAT HE GRANT AN AUDIENCE TO THE FACTORY WORKERS, 
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WHOSE LEADER, LUIS LOPEZ, IS STILL UNDER GOB DETENTION. 

3. THE ARCHBISHOP OF LA PAZ ENDED HIS MEDIATION ON BEHALF OF 

THE BANK AND FACTORY WORKERS WITH THE FACTORY WORKERS HAVING 
OBTAINED THEIR AUDIENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT THROUGH THE MINERS' 
INTERCESSION AND THE BANK WORKERS HAVING FAILED TO RESPOND TO AN 
INVITATION TO MEET WITH THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR ON THE MORNING 
OF SEPTEMBER 27. 

4. LEADERS OF THE BANK WORKERS SUSPENDED THEIR HUNGER STRIKE 
SEPTEMBER 27 THUS ACCEDING TO GOB DEMANDS THAT THEY CEASE ALL 
PROVOCATIVE ACTION. FACTORY WORKERS WERE REPORTEDLY ON THEIR JOBS 
THROUGHOUT THE REPUBLIC EXCEPT FOR SANTA CRUZ. 

5. COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT IS VERY MUCH ON TOP OF THE SITUATION. 

THE BANK, FACTORY AND TO SOME EXTENT MINE WORKERS HAVE CONCEDED 
THEIR IMPOTENCE FOR THE MOMENT. 

STEDMAN 
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